


On the UT campus,  
the Office of Research  
and Engagement  
drives the university’s  
research enterprise  
by providing technical  
expertise that makes  
seeking research funding 
easier and improves  
faculty members’ ability  
to compete. 

Office of Research and Engagement
Blount Hall 
1534 White Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-1529

P: 865-974-3466
F: 865-974-7400
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Scholarly Activity & Research  
Incentive Funds (SARIF)
The Office of Research and Engagement 
administers almost $1 million to support 
research and creative activities through 
seven programs available to principal  
investigators and faculty for:

Acquiring equipment and improving 
infrastructure

Supporting exhibits, performances,  
and publications

Assisting with foreign travel

Pilot studies, conferences, and  
similar opportunities

Support for summer graduate  
assistantships

Supplemental funding for  
in-residence fellowships

Travel to engage program officers  
at funding agencies.

research.utk.edu/pd/outreach

Our Role
The University of Tennessee is a proud, 
historic institution with a solid repu-
tation for accomplishment in research 
and scholarship. We are committed to 
extending the reach and significance  
of the university’s scholarly agenda  
and to bringing the results to the nation 
and the world. 
 Our office is a gateway to campus sup-
port, including the Chancellor’s Grants 
for Faculty Research, the Professional 
Development Awards, bridge funding, 
cost sharing on external proposals, and 
other internal programs.
 We believe a creative, productive  
faculty plays a central role in achieving 
those ambitions. Our services enable 
faculty to be effective researchers and 
scholars: we measure our success by  
the success of our faculty.
research.utk.edu/about 

Sponsored Programs
Our Sponsored Programs unit reviews 
every proposal submitted to funding 
agencies to ensure requirements are met 
and that proposals do not obligate the 
university improperly. Experienced  
staff work closely with faculty on the 
technical details of proposals, contracts, 
and subcontracts. 
research.utk.edu/sp

Compliance
Our office administers compliance  
programs in human subjects (the  
Institutional Review Board), lab animal 
treatment (IACUC), biosafety, export 
control, radiation safety, and the  
responsible conduct of research. We  
provide training and guidance to  
ensure all research at UT is conducted 
according to relevant federal, state, and 
university requirements. 
research.utk.edu/compliance

Research Development
Due to an increasingly competitive fund-
ing environment for research resources, 
our proposal development team assists 
with planning and meeting deadlines; 
editorial, writing, and graphics needs; 
and management for select proposals 
that meet university strategic criteria. 
We also coordinate the assembly of  
large, multi-author documents. 
research.utk.edu/rdt

Outreach & Engagement
Many funding agencies require research 
projects to target and involve specific 
populations. We find ways that research 
projects can have a broader impact be-
yond typical academic requirements. 
research.utk.edu/pd/outreach

Faculty Development
One vital part of our mission is giving 
faculty the strategic skills needed to 
enhance their careers. Our full range of 
training workshops and resources help 
faculty identify funding sources, write 
successful proposals, comply with  
research regulations, and conduct 
research responsibly. Some workshops 
focus on the strategies and requirements 
for proposing to agencies such as the  
National Science Foundation and the 
National Institutes of Health. 
research.utk.edu/fdt

Targeted Opportunities and  
Limited Submissions
We constantly monitor strategic oppor-
tunities, provide access to databases of 
funding opportunities, and operate list-
servs that target researchers who have 
specific interests. Special attention is 
paid to limited-submission solicitations 
and coordinating internal competitions 
when necessary.

Foundations/Targeted Agencies
Our staff members have special assign-
ments to coordinate contacts between 
UT faculty and selected corporations, 
foundations, and military agencies.

Undergraduate Research
We proactively support undergraduate 
research experiences and faculty-student 
mentoring relationships.

research.utk.edu

“We give FAculTy THe STrATegic SKillS 
Needed To eNHANce THeir cAreerS.” 
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Asafa Jalata is a lead-
ing social scientist in the 
fields of Africana studies 
and global studies, with a 
focus on human rights and 
indigenous issues on the 
global level.  
 A world-renowned 
scholar on the politics and 
society of Oromia and its 
interactions with Ethiopia 
and the modern world sys-
tem, Jalata is now shifting 
his research focus toward 
examining the relation-
ship between globalization, 
human rights violations, 
and the impact of terror-
ism. He is investigating 
the groups and countries 
perpetrating terrorism, as 
well as responses to it.  
 Jalata received UT’s 
Senior Faculty Research/
Creativity Achievement 
Award of the College of 
Arts and Sciences in 2011. 

Jalata is a professor of 
sociology and global and 
Africana studies.

Suzanne Lenhart 
often combines wildlife 
and math in the same 
equation. Her research, 
aided by National Sci-
ence Foundation funding, 
infuses ecological and 
natural resource issues 
with applied mathematics 
to model populations and 
diseases in such species 
as wild hogs and feral cats.  
 In the Great Smoky 
Mountains National 
Park, Lenhart’s “optimal 
control” model suggests 
long-term strategies to 
protect native species and 
manage non-native popu-
lations.  
 As the NIMBioS associ-
ate director for education, 
outreach, and diversity, 
Lenhart organizes sum-
mer research programs 
and conferences for un-
dergraduates and summer 
camps for female students. 

Lenhart is a Chancellor’s 
Professor of mathematics.

Charles Glisson  
researches how to cut  
red tape and allow social 
and mental health ser-
vices to effectively treat 
troubled children. He is 
the founder and director 
of the Children’s Mental 
Health Services Research 
Center, which has con-
ducted studies throughout 
the US focused on im-
proving services for chil-
dren and families. These 
studies have addressed 
abuse, neglect, delin-
quency, substance abuse, 
mental health problems, 
and related issues.  
 Glisson has served as 
principal investigator on 
multiple major research 
projects concerned with 
children’s services funded 
by the National Institutes 
of Health. He was named 
a 2012 fellow of the Amer-
ican Academy of Social 
Work and Social Welfare.

Glisson is a Chancellor’s 
Professor and Distinguished 
Professor of social work.

Joshua Fu is taking the 
guesswork out of predict-
ing climate change. By 
harnessing the super-
computing power of UT’s 
Kraken and ORNL’s Titan, 
Fu and his research team 
used ten million hours 
of climate and chemistry 
model simulations to 
develop precise models of 
scale that predict Amer-
ica’s cities will be much 
hotter and wetter fifty 
years from now.  
 Fu’s simulations hold 
potential solutions for 
health, emergency, eco-
nomic, water use, and 
energy policymakers 
who can use the data to 
proactively mitigate the 
risks of climate change. 
For example, by predict-
ing that certain cities will 
experience a lot more rain, 
they can build levies and 
save money and lives.

Fu is a professor of civil and 
environmental engineering 
at the Bredesen Center. 

Carol Tenopir studies 
how the digital age affects 
our information retrieval 
and processing, leading 
to her recognition as a 
thought leader in the 
online information indus-
try. Through her work as 
co-principal investigator 
for the LibValue study on 
academic libraries, Tenopir 
and her team found that 
e-collections receive heavy 
use, contributing directly 
to the research productiv-
ity and success of faculty 
and students.  
 Tenopir is research  
director for the College  
of Communication and 
Information, and also leads 
the Center for Information
and Communication 
Studies, which provides 
educational materials and 
research expertise across  
a broad range of infor-
mation- and communica-
tion-related projects.

Tenopir is a Chancellor’s Pro-
fessor of information science. 

Bill Fox helps bridge  
academia and practice  
as director of the UT 
Center for Business and 
Economic Research. Fox, 
a leading national expert 
on Internet taxation, has 
expertise in state tax  
policy, public finance, and 
fiscal federalism.  
 Fox has traveled to more 
than forty countries to 
advise governments on tax 
policy. Stateside, he’s con-
sulted with US governors, 
legislatures, tax commis-
sions, and big business.  
 He has received nearly 
$36 million in funding, and 
has devoted significant 
research to an exhaustive 
analysis of Tennessee’s 
Families First welfare pro-
gram, exploring the effects 
of time limits on benefits. 
His work earned him UT’s 
highest faculty honor, the 
Macebearer, in 2013.

Fox is the William B. Stokely 
Distinguished Professor  
of business.

our Big ideAS “We meASure our SucceSS By THe  
SucceSS oF our FAculTy.” 
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